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USS Colorado (SSN 788)

The State of Colorado has been honored by the 
naming of the Navy’s upcoming aack submarine 
aer our great state. USS Colorado (SSN 788) 
started construcon in March of 2012 at Electric 
boat Shipyard in Groton, CT and is expected to 
be delivered to the fleet in late 2016. She is the 
15th of the Virginia class submarines and the 
fourth ship named Colofourth ship named Colorado, the last being the 
Baleship COLORADO (BB-45) which was decom-
missioned in 1947.

USS Colorado (1858)
1858 - 1876
The fiThe first USS Colorado was 
a 3500 ton three-masted 
steam frigate and named aer the Colorado 
River. During the Civil War she parcipated in 
the Union Navy’s Gulf Blockading Squadron and 
later the North Atlanc Blockading Squadron.
8USS Colorado (1858)

USS Colorado (ACR-7) 
1905 - 1927
wwas an Armored Cruiser of 
the 13,900 ton Pennsylvania 
class. Prior to WWI she saw service on the east 
coast and the Pacific. She was renamed Pueblo 
in 1916 to free up the name for the new bale-
ship Colorado. During WWI she served as flag-
ship of the Scoung Force and later made seven 
vovoyages to escort convoys carrying men and sup-
plies to England. 

USS Colorado (BB-45)  
1923 - 1947
wwas lead ship of her class and 
was commissioned on August 
30, 1923. She displaced 
32,600 tons with a length of 
624 feet. She served in European waters in 1923 
and 24 before transferring to the Pacific. She 
earned seven bale stars for her service in 
WWII.WWII.

A Proud History

Like USS Colorado (SSN 788) on Facebook

You can support the USS Colorado and the dedi-
cated officers and men assigned to it by a con-
tribuon that will:

• Fund tradional Commissioning Week acvi-
es. 

• Support Colorado visits by crew members
• Provide for shipboard habitability upgrades 
for the crew to improve their life at sea
• Money raised in excess of theise require-
ments will be donated to benefit the crew and 
their families and to promote connued rela-
onship with th state

Support Colorado’s Submarine

Contribute – become a sponsor

Visit our web site for details of sponsorship 
levels. Contribuons may be made online or 
sent to:

USS Colorado (SSN 788) Commiee
P.O. Box 630463
Lileton, CO 80163-0463

USS ColoUSS Colorado (SSN 788) Commiee is an authorized 
501(C)(3) organizaon. Conbuons to the Commiee 

Support the Boat
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The Commissioning Commiee

The Commissioning Commiee has been 
formed to:

•Raise awareness within the state about the 
construcon and commissioning. Create en-
thusiasm and support.

•P•Promote relaons between the state and the 
ship’s crew. Maintain an ongoing connecon 
with the crew throughout the life of the ship.
•Coordinate acvies surrounding the commis-
sioning.
•Finance app•Finance appropriate events and acvies as-
sociated with these objecves. The Navy can 
only obligate funds for certain acvies, such 
as the formal commissioning ceremony.  

Keel Laying Ceremony

On March 7, 2015 Ship’s Sponsor Annie Mabus 
placed her inials on a steel plate to be mount-
ed in the ship as part of the Keel Laying Cere-
mony held in North Kingston, RI.

USS Colorado License Plate

On June 4, 2014 Governor Hickenlooper signed 
into law a bill authorizing the creaon of a USS 
Colorado License Plate. It is available at through 
your local DMV office.

In Brief
• Length: 377 .
• Beam: 34 .
• Displacement: 7800 tons
• Speed: > 25 knots
• Max operang depth: > 800 .
•• Propulsion: S9G Reactor producing 40,000 
SHP

• 33 Year service life
• Cost: ~ $2.6B
• Crew: 120 enlisted, 14 officers

Armament
• 4 Torpedo Tubes
•• 2 Virginia Payload Tubes (VPT) capable of 
holding 12 vercal launch Tomahawk missiles

New Technology
• Photonics mast
• Pump Jet Propulsor

Construcon Milestones
• Construcon Start – March 2012
•• Crew Manning – July 2014
• Keel Laying Ceremony – March 7, 2015
• Christening/Launching – May 2016
• Commissioning – Late 2016/Early 2017

The Virginia Class

The ViThe Virginia-class aack submarine surpasses 
the performance of any current projected 
threat, ensuring U.S. undersea dominance well 
into the future. They are the first U.S. subs to be 
designed for a broad spectrum of open-ocean 
and lioral missions around the world. They 
were designed as a less expensive alternave to 
the Cold the Cold War era Seawolf-class aack subma-
rines, and are slated to replace aging Los Ange-
les class subs, seventeen of which have already 
been decommissioned.

The Virginia class is able to aack targets ashore 
with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles 
and conduct covert long-term surveillance of 
land areas, lioral waters or other sea forces. 
Other missions Virginia will conduct include    
an-submarine and an-ship warfare, Special 
Forces delivery and support, and mine delivery 
and minand minefield mapping. With enhanced commu-
nicaons connecvity, Virginia also provides im-
portant bale group and joint task force sup-
port, with full integraon into carrier bale 
group operaons.


