+ 4 sailors spoke
Wednesday at MHS

* NJROTC cadet amazed by
submariners’ stories

* USS Colorado sailors meet
with others in community

By Anorew Kisen
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Staying submerged for up to
60 days inside a cramped subma-
rine seemed unreal to Montrose
High School sophomore Katelin
Whitcomb.

The NJROTC cadet was fascinat-
ed hearing first-hand stories from
four submarine sailors about life on
the USS Colorado during a presen-
tation to the Navy Junior Reserve
cadets and other MHS students
May 16 at the MHS cafeteria.

“I thought it was really cool,”
Whitcomb said. “It was interest-
ing to see that their everyday life is
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USS Colorado sailors speak of submarlne life

different from ours, like being un-
derwater for ... two months. And
how they live with each other and
how they deal and collaborate.”

Machinist Mate (Nuclear)
Chief Brian Love, Machinist Mate
(Nuclear) 2nd Class Todd Ault,
Sonar Technician (Submarine)
2nd Class Alexander Gilbert and
Electrician’s Mate (Nuclear) 3rd
Class Robert Cooper spoke to the
high schoolers.

Although the namesake of
Colorado is on the side of the sub-
marine, the four servicemen made
their first visit to the Centennial
State as the sub is stationed in
Connecticut.

“The biggest thing, for me
personally, is to connect with
Colorado,” Gilbert said. “We have
all this cool stuff of Colorado on
the boat. All our swag and stuff is
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Looking up at a sereen showing a polar bear causing havoe, Montrose High School students Daniella
Ridgel, hn Jorja Wallace and Gene Kelley listen to lhu. USS Colorado S'ulors talk about their experiences
and what it is like on a submarine on May 16 in the MHS Cafeteria. (Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

tathing crunch
hits public safety

Speaking to the Montrose High School Navy JROTC cadets and other students, USS
Sailors Machinist Mate (Nuclear) Chief Brian Love. [ront. Electrician’s Mate (Nucle-
ar) 3rd Class Robert Cooper. left, and Machinist Mate (Nuclear) 2nd Class Todd Ault
answer questions on May 16. (Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

* Police deparitment

| woefully understaffed

+ City council fo consid-
er sales tax initiative
* Growing and com-

‘ plex qlmon tax

behind in keeping up with the
number of personnel that we
need to handle calls, basically.
‘We have a hard time fielding
cnough officers to handle the’
daily routine”

That’s without factoring in

The 15th hire could be a city
attorney dedicated to the
police department for such
civil issues as abatement of
properties used in crimimal
activity.

The MPD sits near the state
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on it. So the opportunity to come
out here and meet the commu-
nity and people we represent is
awesome?

The four sailors said there are
advantages to being on a subma-
rine as they are well fed. The liv-
ing conditions and being sub-
merged for long periods of time
also becomes bearable, Love
added.

The chief recalled being in
the MHS cadets’ shoes when he
was younger as he was part of
NJROTC. Love said he hopes to
fill them in on different aspects
of sailor life that they havent
learned yet.

“I remember not knowing about
submarines or nuclear power.

I didn’t know that was a thing
growing up,” he said. “We didn’t
have a lot of submariners around.
So once I got the opportunity to

talk to people about that stuff,
(well) now they know what we are
out there doing. Hopefully some
of them become submariners
themselves.”

NJROTC Capt. Lance Bach said
he believes the four guests shared
enlightening stories and experi-
ences with the students.

“These are some of the most
successful sailors in the Navy,”
Bach said. “They go through
some of the most challenging
and technical training. I think
our cadets can really learn from
their experiences individually.
And we're very proud of the USS
Colorado because it is the name-
sake of Colorado.”

Gilbert said he hopes after speak-
ing with the Montrose cadets, they
at least receive a better understand-
ing of a sailor’s life.

“You can't tell them everything
because you can’t explain it all,” -
Gilbert said. “But to give them a
glimpse and a picture of what that’s

like is really important. It's awe-
some to be able to provide that in-
sight to people who are considering
joining”

The four sailors hiad addition-
al stops on Wednesday throughout
Montrose. They met at the Warrior
Resource Center, with the City of
Montrose and gave a presentation
to the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Disabled American Veterans and
American Legion.

Whitcomb said she finds it bene-
ficial NJROTC hosted such expe-
rienced sailors because it helps her
decide What branch she wants to go
into if she joins the armed services.

“I think this allows me to get a
feel of if I want to go into the mil-
itary, what kind of job I want to
have,” she said. “Do I want to be on
the submarine or be on a carrier?
It’s just whatever”

Andrew Kiser is the Montrose -
Daily Press’ sports/business writer.
Follow him on Twitter
@andrew_kpress.
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